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OUR HERI TAGE

USS MAKIN ISLAND (LHD 8) is named for the daring raid carried out by Marine
Raider Companies A and B, Second Raider Battalion (Carlson’s Raiders) on Japanese
held Makin Island on August 17 - 18, 1942; ten days after US Marines commenced
offensive operations in the Pacific on the island of Guadalcanal. The purpose of the
raid was to destroy installations, take prisoners, gain intelligence on the area, and
divert Japanese attention and reinforcements from Guadalcanal. The raid was
launched from the submarines USS NAUTILUS and USS ARGONAUT and succeeded
in routing the enemy forces based there and gaining valuable intelligence. The
transformational nature of the raid is regarded by many as the US Marine Corps first
action in the realm of Special Operations.

USS MAKIN ISLAND (LHD 8) is the second ship to bear the name of this raid. The
first USS MAKIN ISLAND (CVE 93) was a Casablanca class escort aircraft carrier
which served during World War Il from 1944 - 1946. Built as a small carrier, CVE-93
was 512 feet long, had a beam of 65 feet, capable of 19 knots, and carried 860 crew
and 27 aircraft. Her aircraft provided air cover and conducted tactical air strikes in
support of amphibious landings at Luzon, Iwo Jima and Okinawa. In her period of
service, she operated underway deployed in the Pacific Theatre for nearly the entire
time. CVE-93 was never damaged by enemy forces while earning five Battle Stars
and the Navy Unit Commendation.
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